(J Clin Pathol 1996;49:180-181) 
Group A, red cells may acquire B-like antigens in vivo by the action of bacterial deacetylases that convert oa-N-acetyl-galactosamine (blood group A immunodominant sugar) into galactosamine. The latter is sufficiently similar to oa-galactose (blood group B immunodominant sugar) to cross react with polyclonal human anti-B reagents and some monoclonal anti-B reagents. ' The acquired B phenotype can be diagnosed by serological' and biochemical methods,2 the use of monoclonal antibodies,'3 assay of serum transferase activities, and family studies. Since the cloning and sequencing of the gene encoding the ABO glycosyltransferase in 1990,4 it is very easy to determine the genotypes at the ABO locus. positive reaction with anti-B, negative reaction with acidified anti-B, and presence of A only in saliva. The patient's ABO genotype was found to be heterozygous AO: two homoduplex bands (AA and 00) and two heteroduplex bands (AO) were detected on DGGE (figure). No DNA band corresponding to the B allele was found (figure). 
